NO BARGAINING

He had heard that some Hindu and Sikh girls were
with a Muslim Pir, who said that they would not be
ill-treated in any way, but that they would not be returned
till the Muslim girls were returned. Gould there be a
bargain in such matters? Both sides should rescue and
return the abducted girls at the earliest opportunity,
irrespective of what the other side jvas doing. Then
alone could they hope to live as respectable and res-
pected citizens. Otherwise, they would become a nation
of forty crores of goondas. A society that tolerated such
crimes would be judged according to the pattern of its
goondas.
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CONSISTENCY IN THOUGHT, WORD AND ACTION
Saturday evening prayer meeting was held at village
Sammalka where a Panchayatghar had been built. He
was presented with garlands at the entrance. An address
was also presented. Addressing the gathering after prayers,
Gandhiji said that the meeting was held for prayers.
At such a meeting garlands, addresses and shouts were
out of place. He would have been pleased if they had
omitted them. They had mentioned truth and non-
violence in their address, but if they did not practise
those virtues, there was no point in talking about them.
On the contrary, mere mention of them was harmful
Ever since his return from South Africa he had visited
thousands of villages. He knew how these addresses were
prepared. Someone wrote it out and someone else read
it parrotwise and that was the end of it. There must
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